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effective, because I have been to the Chicago
housing projects. And I have been in the
places where the sweeps occurred and where
the housing units were cleaned up and where
the people who were living in the housing
units were hired to work with the police to
ride up in the elevator and walk down the
stairs and keep the places clean. And I saw
children pouring out of housing units, pour-
ing out, to run up to the head of the Chicago
Housing Authority, Vince Lane, as if he were
their savior because he simply gave them a
safe place to live.

So does this administration want to follow
the Constitution of the United States? You
bet we do. But I can’t believe that we can’t
find a way to have a constitutional search of
places that we know are full of victims of
crime because they harbor criminals. We are
going to find a way to solve this problem.

Thirteen people died in Chicago violently
last weekend, three of them in the Robert
Taylor Homes Project. Last night, Secretary
Cisneros spent the night in that project, and
he called me today from there and we had
a conversation about this. He and the Attor-
ney General are working on it. But I say this
just to make this point: Those folks living out
there in that housing project, most of them
are not criminals, most of them are good peo-
ple. They obey the law; they’re doing the best
they can to raise their children. They deserve
our best and our quickest efforts.

So I say to you again in closing, I thank
you for coming here, but we know we’re all
preaching to the saved today. Tomorrow
when the Congress comes back, there are
many other things that will claim their atten-
tion. I will ask them to think about many
other things. You must say, ‘‘Pass the crime
bill now.’’

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:36 p.m. at the
Department of Justice. In his remarks, he referred
to Ernest Williams, veteran police lieutenant, Al-
bany, GA; Earline Williams, longtime volunteer
for Trenton, NJ, police department; and Eddie
Cutanda, 15-year-old beneficiary of Boston, MA,
community policing programs.

Remarks at the Thomas Jefferson
Dinner
April 11, 1994

Ladies and gentlemen, may I have your
attention, please? We thought of how we
might best honor Mr. Jefferson on this
evening. And I did a little research and dis-
covered that in addition to this being the end
of our observation of the 250th anniversary
of Thomas Jefferson’s birth, it is also the
200th anniversary of the birth of Edward
Everett, who, like Thomas Jefferson and
Warren Christopher, served as Secretary of
State and whom you will all remember was
supposed to be the person who delivered the
real Gettysburg Address, at least according
to Garry Wills. [Laughter] And so I thought
I could follow Edward Everett’s lead and
speak for 2 hours tonight. [Laughter] And
then I decided I wouldn’t do that, that to-
night should belong to Thomas Jefferson.

Let me say that any person who is fortu-
nate enough to be Secretary of State or Am-
bassador to France or Vice President or
President feels immediately, in many ways,
a great debt to Thomas Jefferson. But in a
larger sense, every citizen who ever benefited
from the powerful ideas of the Declaration
of Independence, the devotion to education
embodied in the founding of the University
of Virginia, the belief in the first amendment
enshrined in the statutes of religious liberty,
all of us are in his debt.

Tonight, I ask you to think of only one
or two things as we begin this fine evening.
Jefferson had the right tensions and balances
in his life, and that is why he seems so new
to us today. He believed that life had to be
driven by fixed principles: life, liberty, the
pursuit of happiness, but that we all had to
be willing to be constantly changing. Life be-
longs to the living.

He believed that we all had a right to a
radical amount of freedom, in return for
which we had to assume a dramatic amount
of responsibility. He always was trying to ac-
complish very big things, but the richness
and texture of his life, and the reason it seems
so relevant to us today, is that he took such
great joy in all the little things of daily life.
And it was those things that enabled him to
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be not just a philosopher and a politician and
a lawyer but also an architect and a scientist,
a person who enjoyed the large and the small,
who believed that life should be driven by
eternal principles in constant change, who
would gladly have given his life for freedom
and who exercised that freedom so respon-
sibly. Oh, if only we could do as well.

On this 200th anniversary of his beginning,
at the end of a wonderful year which in-
cluded, for me and Hillary and our adminis-
tration, the fact that we got to start our Inau-
gural at Monticello, let us raise our glasses
in a toast not to the memory of Thomas Jef-
ferson but to the vitality of his spirit and his
ideas in our own lives and those of our coun-
try men and women for all time to come.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:20 p.m. in the
Benjamin Franklin Room at the Department of
State. In his remarks, he referred to Garry Wills,
adjunct professor, Northwestern University.

Executive Order 12906—
Coordinating Geographic Data
Acquisition and Access: The National
Spatial Data Infrastructure
April 11, 1994

Geographic information is critical to pro-
mote economic development, improve our
stewardship of natural resources, and protect
the environment. Modern technology now
permits improved acquisition, distribution,
and utilization of geographic (or geospatial)
data and mapping. The National Perform-
ance Review has recommended that the ex-
ecutive branch develop, in cooperation with
State, local, and tribal governments, and the
private sector, a coordinated National Spatial
Data Infrastructure to support public and
private sector applications of geospatial data
in such areas as transportation, community
development, agriculture, emergency re-
sponse, environmental management, and in-
formation technology.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States of America; and
to implement the recommendations of the
National Performance Review; to advance
the goals of the National Information Infra-
structure; and to avoid wasteful duplication

of effort and promote effective and economi-
cal management of resources by Federal,
State, local, and tribal governments, it is or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Definitions. (a) ‘‘National Spa-
tial Data Infrastructure’’ (‘‘NSDI’’) means
the technology, policies, standards, and
human resources necessary to acquire, proc-
ess, store, distribute, and improve utilization
of geospatial data.

(b) ‘‘Geospatial data’’ means information
that identifies the geographic location and
characteristics of natural or constructed fea-
tures and boundaries on the earth. This infor-
mation may be derived from, among other
things, remote sensing, mapping, and survey-
ing technologies. Statistical data may be in-
cluded in this definition at the discretion of
the collecting agency.

(c) The ‘‘National Geospatial Data Clear-
inghouse’’ means a distributed network of
geospatial data producers, managers, and
users linked electronically.

Sec. 2. Executive Branch Leadership for
Development of the Coordinated National
Spatial Data Infrastructure. (a) The Federal
Geographic Data Committee (‘‘FGDC’’), es-
tablished by the Office of Management and
Budget (‘‘OMB’’) Circular No. A–16 (‘‘Co-
ordination of Surveying, Mapping, and Relat-
ed Spatial Data Activities’’) and chaired by
the Secretary of the Department of the Inte-
rior (‘‘Secretary’’) or the Secretary’s designee,
shall coordinate the Federal Government’s
development of the NSDI.

(b) Each member agency shall ensure that
its representative on the FGDC holds a pol-
icy-level position.

(c) Executive branch departments and
agencies (‘‘agencies’’) that have an interest
in the development of the NSDI are encour-
aged to join the FGDC.

(d) This Executive order is intended to
strengthen and enhance the general policies
described in OMB Circular No. A–16. Each
agency shall meet its respective responsibil-
ities under OMB Circular No. A–16.

(e) The FGDC shall seek to involve State,
local, and tribal governments in the develop-
ment and implementation of the initiatives
contained in this order. The FGDC shall uti-
lize the expertise of academia, the private
sector, professional societies, and others as
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